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Smith Debnam Named in 2020 “Best Law
Firms” by U.S. News & World Report and
Best Lawyers®
November 1, 2019 | by

Raleigh, N.C. (November 1, 2019) – The Raleigh-based law firm of Smith Debnam
Connie Elder Carrigan is an

received “Best Law Firm” recognition in the 2020 edition of U.S. News & World Report –

accomplished Employment Law attorney

Best Lawyers© Best Law Firms report. Firms listed in the 2020 Best Law Firms report are

with a passion for helping clients,

recognized for professional excellence with consistently impressive ratings from clients

individuals, employers, and business

and peers. To be eligible for a ranking, a firm must first have a lawyer recognized in The

representatives in planning for their
future - from creating initial documents
for a new company to advising on
compensation, harassment and

Best Lawyers in America©, which recognizes the top 5% of private practicing lawyers in
the United States. Achieving tiered ranking signals a unique combination of quality law
practice and breadth of legal experience.

discrimination, and employment
agreements - to estate planning, Connie
advises clients with shrewdness and
prudence backed by over three decades
of experience.

Recognition is determined through a national survey distributed to both clients and
leading lawyers. The 2020 rankings are based on the highest number of participating
firms and client votes received on record. Almost 16,000 lawyers provided more than
1,229,000 law firm assessments, and more than 12,000 clients providing 107,000
evaluations.
Smith Debnam received Best Law Firm recognition in six areas of law:
Bankruptcy and Creditor/Debtor Rights / Insolvency and Reorganization Law
Family Law
Corporate Law
Real Estate Law

Joe Davies is a certified superior court
mediator and member of the firm’s
construction law group and has an

Banking and Finance Law
Commercial Litigation

extensive background in lien filings and

To view the 2020 “Best Law Firms” rankings in their entirety, please visit

construction litigation. He represents

https://bestlawfirms.usnews.com/.

construction companies and small
business owners in lease negotiations
and complex litigation matters. His
clients include general contractors and
subcontractors, as well as property

About “Best Law Firms”
The U.S. News – Best Lawyers® “Best Law Firms” rankings are based on a rigorous
evaluation process that includes the collection of client and lawyer evaluations, peer

managers, landlords, commercial

review from leading attorneys in the field, and review of additional information provided

tenants, equipment rental companies,

by law firms as part of the formal submission process. To be eligible for a 2020 ranking, a

and building material suppliers.

law firm must have at least one lawyer recognized in the 25th Edition of The Best
Lawyers in America list for that particular location and specialty.
About U.S. News & World Report
U.S. News & World Report is the global leader in quality rankings that empower people
to make better, more informed decisions about important issues affecting their lives. A
digital news and information company focused on Education, Health, Money, Travel,
Cars and Civic, USNews.com provides consumer advice, rankings and analysis to serve

Thurston Debnam, who received his

people making complex decisions throughout all stages of life. More than 40 million

undergraduate and law degrees from

people visit USNews.com each month for research and guidance. Founded in 1933, U.S.

Wake Forest University, is one of the

News is headquartered in Washington, D.C.

founding partners of Smith Debnam and
the Section Head of the Business Law
practice group. He is certified as a civil
Superior Court mediator. Thurston

About Best Lawyers
Best Lawyers is the oldest and most respected lawyer ranking service in the world. For

concentrates his practice in the areas of

almost 40 years, Best Lawyers has assisted those in need of legal services to identify the

business and corporate planning and

lawyers best qualified to represent them in distant jurisdictions or unfamiliar specialties.

real estate law, including land use

Best Lawyers rankings are published in leading local, regional, and national publications

planning and zoning. For more than
thirty years, Thurston has maintained a
broad-based business practice, assisting

across the globe.

clients with business and corporate

About Smith Debnam

planning and handling land development

Founded in 1972, Smith Debnam is a leading, multi-practice regional law firm for

and real property issues and

institutions and private individuals who value a responsible and caring approach from an

transactions.

accomplished team of experienced legal professionals. Headquartered in Raleigh, North
Carolina, the firm represents clients in Banking, Financial Services, Equipment Leasing,
Construction, Mortgage Servicing, Manufacturing, and Professional Services industries.
Smith Debnam has extensive experience in state and federal courts across a diverse list
of practice areas, including Corporate and Business Law, Business Litigation, Commercial
Bankruptcy and Reorganization, Foreclosures, Creditor Representation, Consumer
Collections, Commercial & Residential Real Estate, Construction Law, Employment Law,
Equipment Leasing & Finance, Family Law, Elder Law & Advocacy Services, Trusts &

Caren Enloe leads Smith Debnam’ s

Estates, Probate Litigation, and Tax Law.

consumer financial services litigation
and compliance group. In her practice,

Follow us on Twitter @smithdebnamlaw

she defends consumer financial service
providers and members of the collection
industry in state and federal court, as
well as in regulatory matters involving a
variety of consumer protection laws.
Caren also advises fintech companies,
law firms, and collection agencies
regarding an array of consumer finance
issues. An active writer and speaker,
Caren currently serves as chair of the
Debt Collection Practices and
Bankruptcy subcommittee for the
American Bar Association’s Consumer
Financial Services Committee. She is also
a member of the Defense Bar for the

###

National Creditors Bar Association, the
North Carolina State Chair for ACA
International’s Member Attorney
Program and a member of the Bank
Counsel Committee of the North
Carolina Bankers Association. Most
recently, she was elected to the
Governing Committee for the
Conference on Consumer Finance Law.
In 2018, Caren was named one of the “20
Most Powerful Women in Collections” by

Collection Advisor , a national trade
publication. Caren oversees a blog
titled: Consumer Financial Services
Litigation and Compliance dedicated to
consumer financial services and has
been published in a number of
publications including the Journal of
Taxation and Regulation of Financial
Institutions, California State Bar
Business Law News, Banking and
Financial Services Policy Report and
Carolina Banker.

Tom Gray is a partner in the firm and
member of the firm’s creditors’ rights
practice group. He concentrates his
practice in commercial litigation,
equipment leasing and finance,
creditors’ rights, and construction law,
representing a variety of businesses and
individuals through all stages of
commercial litigation. He also represents
national and local equipment leasing
companies and their financing sources
seeking to enforce their rights pursuant
to the lease, including the recovery of
amounts due, recovery of equipment,
and representation of creditors in
bankruptcy court.

Gary Groon is a partner in the firm and
member of the firm’s creditors’ rights
section. He is a certified Creditors’ Rights
Specialist and concentrates his practice
in the areas of debt collection and civil
litigation. A member of the Million Dollar

Advocates Forum®, The Top Trial
Lawyers in America®, Gary represents
national and local businesses in
collection matters throughout North
Carolina. Gary speaks several times each
year at seminars on collection law and
enforcement of judgments. He has been
featured as a speaker at educational
programs sponsored by Heritage
Professional Education, Lorman
Education Services, and National
Business Institute.

Alicia Jurney is a North Carolina Board
Certified Family Law Specialist in the
firm’s family law practice group. She
represents clients in child custody, child
support, domestic violence, equitable
distribution, and alimony matters. Her
experience with domestic actions
includes handling related complex civil
litigation matters, such as tortious
interference with child custody,
alienation of affections, criminal
conversation, and interstate child
abduction. Her practice encompasses all
levels of jurisdiction within North
Carolina, including jury trial experience
and appeals to both the North Carolina
Court of Appeals and Supreme Court.

Lynn Wilson McNally is a partner in the
firm and member of the firm’s Family

Law practice group. She is a Board
Certified Family Law Specialist and
certified Family Financial Settlement
Mediator by the North Carolina Dispute
Resolution Commission. She represents
individuals in matters regarding
separation, divorce, child custody, child
support, alimony, equitable distribution,
domestic violence, termination of
parental rights, legitimation and other
matters pertaining to family law.

Lauren is a partner at the Firm and her
practice is focused on transactional real
estate law. She serves clients who are
buying, selling, lending, leasing,
developing, and investing in real estate.

Jeff Rogers is a partner in the firm and
heads the firm’s Foreclosure and
Collateral Recovery Section. He
concentrates his practice in the area of
creditor representation, including
collections, commercial litigation, real
property litigation, foreclosure, collateral
recovery, bankruptcy, and creditor
defense. His clients include banks, credit
unions, commercial lenders, finance
companies, and businesses of all sizes.

Kristin Ruth is a long-time family law
attorney and former 10th District Court

Wake County Judge. She represents
clients in all aspects of family law,
including divorce, child custody, child
support, and equitable property
distribution. She brings more than 29
years of courtroom and mediation
experience to her practice. She is an avid
writer and frequent guest speaker at
national and international events on
issues covering child support and ethics.

Byron Saintsing leads a practice group
focused on matters involving
construction law, commercial and
business litigation, representation
of equipment lessors, charter
schools, and education law, and
commercial creditor bankruptcy. Byron
has written and lectured on many topics
pertaining to construction and
equipment leasing, including editing
materials on North Carolina’s adoption
of Article 2A of the Uniform Commercial
Code.

Bettie Kelley Sousa has been practicing
law with Smith Debnam since becoming
licensed in 1981. She has a wealth of
experience in state and federal courts,
including bankruptcy courts, at both trial
and appellate levels. She represents
mostly business owners and businesses
--- large and small --- in a variety of
matters, including contract review,
drafting and disputes.

John Sperati is a partner in the firm and
member of the firm’s Creditors’ Rights
Practice group. He concentrates his
practice in commercial creditor
bankruptcy, foreclosure and real estate
litigation, structured settlement transfer,
judgment domestication and
enforcement, construction litigation,
commercial litigation, equipment leasing
and finance and creditors’ rights. John is
listed as a Rising Star in North Carolina
Super Lawyers® that recognizes
accomplished, young attorneys.

Rose Stout is a Board Certified Family
Law Specialist by the North Carolina
State Bar Board of Legal Specialization.
She concentrates her practice in the area
of domestic law and represents clients in
all aspects of family law, including
divorce, custody, equitable distribution,
child support and alimony. Rose has
extensive trial experience at the district
court level and has spoken at family law
seminars on various family law issues.
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