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Wheelchair basketball for a good cause
September 7, 2012 | by

Smith Debnam participated in its first wheelchair basketball tournament at the PNC
Arena benefitting Bridge II Sports. Bridge II Sports is a nonprofit organization that
provides opportunities for children and adults, who are physically challenged, to play
team and individual sports. Seventeen teams were made up of 4 players each from the
Alicia Jurney is a North Carolina Board
Certified Family Law Specialist in the
firm’s family law practice group. She

sponsoring company and one professional or college basketball star. Each team was
assigned a coach who has experience playing wheelchair basketball.

represents clients in child custody, child

Alicia Whitlock organized the Smith Debnam team, which included Tom Gray, John

support, domestic violence, equitable

Sperati, Christina McAlpin Taylor, and Sam Fleder. Our attorneys looked pretty

distribution, and alimony matters. Her

impressive for their first attempt at wheelchair basketball, but they did have a little help

experience with domestic actions
includes handling related complex civil
litigation matters, such as tortious

from some basketball stars, including former Duke player Andre Dawkins and Josh
Powell who played for NC State and the NBA. Coached by Nolan Turner, a 12-year-old

interference with child custody,

Cary boy with spina bifida, Smith Debnam won their first game, but they were defeated

alienation of affections, criminal

in a tough second game.

conversation, and interstate child
abduction. Her practice encompasses all
levels of jurisdiction within North
Carolina, including jury trial experience
and appeals to both the North Carolina
Court of Appeals and Supreme Court.

Tom Gray is a partner in the firm and
member of the firm’s creditors’ rights
practice group. He concentrates his
practice in commercial litigation,
equipment leasing and finance,
creditors’ rights, and construction law,
representing a variety of businesses and
individuals through all stages of

For more information on Bridge II Sports visit www.bridge2sports.org

commercial litigation. He also represents
national and local equipment leasing
companies and their financing sources
seeking to enforce their rights pursuant
to the lease, including the recovery of
amounts due, recovery of equipment,
and representation of creditors in
bankruptcy court.

John Sperati is a partner in the firm and
member of the firm’s Creditors’ Rights
Practice group. He concentrates his
practice in commercial creditor
bankruptcy, foreclosure and real estate
litigation, structured settlement transfer,
judgment domestication and
enforcement, construction litigation,
commercial litigation, equipment leasing
and finance and creditors’ rights. John is
listed as a Rising Star in North Carolina
Super Lawyers® that recognizes
accomplished, young attorneys.

Christina McAlpin Taylor is a partner in
the firm and member of the firm’s
creditors' rights practice group. She
represents a wide range of businesses
through all stages of creditor
representation, including pre-suit
collection efforts, lawsuits, judgments,
and executions. Christina as earned
numerous awards within the legal
community for her leadership and
professionalism.

Samuel D. Fleder is a partner and
member of the firm’s Alcohol Beverage
and Creditors Rights practice groups. He
concentrates his practice in the areas of
business consulting, trademark
disputes, regulatory compliance, and
construction and commercial litigation in
the alcoholic beverage and financial
industries. Sam has experience in all
aspects of litigation, including motion
hearings, depositions, complex
discovery matters, trials, appeals, and
often most importantly, helping his
clients resolve active or threatened
litigation efficiently while protecting their
business interests. Sam advises clients
across the country and is involved in
legal representation and litigation across
North Carolina, South Carolina, and
Virginia.
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